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By ROBERT C, TOTH, 

Mma Staff Writer 

' W ASHINGTQM --Laai ' Decera- 
few* when Went Gorniasi Chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt unssspeetedly tele- 
phop President Beagan at ' the 
White Hours to discuss a key 
(orti.cn policy point, the .flustered 
Proliant 'sounded as If he didn’t 
know what Schmidt wes' talking 
about 

.He didn't That wao’becmwe ah 
earlier latter from Schmidt, raising 
. the imne ami saying the Genron 
lose'”.’ would follow ‘ up .with a- 
ti-am-atlantic ' call,' comahow war 
uispbeed in the briefcase of White 
Howe counselor Edwin Heese LI. 
Sd ii.'.i'. a Shoal of X3.G. britfeig ves- 
per;; Joying, out., the issue for the 
. President . ■' ^ ■ 

. The President ' seat a letter of 
apology to Schmidt personally tak- 
ing the Maine for the confusion,. . 

‘ But mban-aesingly sloppy 'staff 
work no longer plsgues the Pres-’ 
ideut-fn the iV>?s;ign policy area— 
thank3 to- WIUjssbjI*. Clark, his new 
■ national security adviser. Since he 
'took o’/- 
sive mt 

have enabled him to imp-os 
and discipline \i. 
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THE LOS ANGELES TIME: 
1 June 1982 


benous Questions have begun to 
arise, however, as Clark has moved 
to reassert traditionSTWbite House 
control over 'pAtibhar security af-' 
fairs ‘or at least dispel the wide- 
spread view that the President 
plays no significant role in the area. 

Despite a year’s service as cfepuiy 
secretary of state, the affable, slow- 
talking former California ''Judge is 
the least experienced nmi to hold 
.the 'national, •security adviser’s post 
since it. vw: created’ shortly after 
World Wa:-H. . : - 

‘FrcskDaJ’s latallerioa!’ 

Clark’s inexperience has caused 
concern on two counts: Although he 
is self-assured and . increasingly 
•powerful, Clark lacks the. detailed 
familiarity with complex issues that 
seems necessary to avoid missteps 
and to become the kind of creative, 
innovative influence that most of 
his predecessors have been.. 

The Questions about Clark’s lack 
■of estperiencelcbinal! the larger h®. 
cause the national security adviser 
has coma- to be viewed as ’The Pm;- ' 
feteat’a festellectHal” on foreign af- . 
fairs, a field in which Reagan is also 
a relative newcomer. 

■A a example of the problems that- 
^experience combined with seif- 
fisstoance can cause occurred scon 
after Clark' took his White House- • 
post W ithin a m onth., he a ppro ved 
and prtaiau1.%ated se veral vELI 


tiers- 


tamos that hadbsen bob. 
ClarkV predecessor. 


t\&dj^-.undar 
Ei ehardWAHe n:; ^ 

Jghe memos came as-'an unhappy' 
.sur pris e to the • fr eatag og and the 
Cen tral Intelligence ~ AgbneyTTn~ 
c onatmii tlo tvtaA. ieadm on feglga" 
.atieast one of th em t and eventually 
. th at iisctiye~w aa si^tanb SIlylct; 

As the President moves more and 
more, under Clark’s tutelage, borne 
national •security specialists . fern* 
that the potential for more serious 
missteps may increase. .- - 
■ Already, He. wan has asserted 
himtieif os foreign policy 
.maneuvers without first consulting 
the State Department, the Pentagon 
or members of his top White House 
staff, except Clark, one senior Ad- 
ministration official said. 

‘Bavii a Mes&sg* - - ' : 


last April to announce uuu , we 
would address the United Nations 
Disarmament Conference in 'June;-. 
Reagan also expressed hope that 
Soviet President Leonid I. 
Bresdmev would do the- same and 
suggested that Die two leaders 
could then “have a meeting.” 

* • Reagan refused to call it a "sum-" 
init,” hut that appeared to' be what 
was implied. ' • , •■ ' ' • 

Neither Secretary of State Alex- 
ander M. Haig Jr. nor Defense Sec- 
•'retary Caspar. W. ••Weinberger had - 
been asked in advance- for . their., 
views on this approach to summitry. 
Nor. did any of the so-called White-. 
House troika— Mecee, Chief of Staff 
James A. Baker HI or. Deputy Chief 
••of’ Staff Michael ' IL Deaver-get. 

, more- than 10 minutes' yrarntys on-. 

' what the President ..wasi. going 'ter. 

' Kty^ifseptor official said../-' -:.f- 

V IftuettUng Ey&ati ; ' 

Such events are unsettling to na-' 

• tionri security spectelistn* although 
most Presidents nave, taken things 
into their owjT fepds from 'tithe to 
time-arid the results feava-noteal"' 

. ways been bad. -^ 1 , . '•' •"•' /■ v . ’ 

As format Secretary of "State' 
Dean Rusk has notedU...Prealdente :; 
often ignore the |erma.r etructatres.'; 
“The real organl 4 at!on of govern- - 
ment at higher ec.i5elon.1i is. not what 
you find in textbooks-. or ©rgaatea- 
tioa charts" Buokfes written. “It is 
'■how confidence !' flows .frem-. the 
President” . }'.... W'-' < 

In any case, tie problems- that 
have arrisaa uadfce Clark are -con- 
sidered a small pries -to pay for the 
improvements in national security 


that he 'to ti 

I- - ■ 




with 


months oa" ths 
a»ce is evaiuat- 
htlists <n and out 


aamei-vng. 

After almost 
Job, daik's perl 
ed tills way by 1 
of government! \ 

, —High mai'ks for ending the eon 
fusion at the White Bouse ur.de 
Allen and Msese, through whot 
Allen reported to the Preaidm 
Clark has direct access to Reogar 
.which vastly increases his infiuenc- 
and authority. 

—High marks, for' ending 
‘bickering between the State 
Defense departments. Haig 
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• now clear foreign trer, 
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